Christ Church (Episcopal)

Reading, Pennsylvania

IN the city. WITH our neighbors. FOR everyone.

The First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 28, 2025
10:00AM



Christ Church (Episcopal)
Reading, PA
10am Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Prelude What Child is this? Arr. Carolyne Taylor
Please stand
Processional Hymn Go tell it on the mountain

Refrain
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Repeat Refrain
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Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967). Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-
American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (b. 1935). Arrangement, Copyright © 1984, Horace Clarence Boyer.

The Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit;
People: There is one hope in God's call to us;
Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People: One God and Father of all.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant : Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

People Amen.

Please be seated
The First Reading: Isaiah 61:10—62:3

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For
as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For
Zion's sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake | will not rest, until her
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations
shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new



name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

At the end of the reading
Reader: The Word of the Lord:
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn In the bleak midwinter
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Words: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894). Music: Cranham, Gustav Theodore Holst (1874-1934).
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The Holy Gospel: John 1: 1-18

Before the reading

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John:

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was
a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom | said,
'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me."') From his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

After the reading
Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated

The Homily
Please stand
The Presentation and Examination of the Candidate for Baptism

Celebrant The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Sponsors | present Theodore Jeffrey to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.



When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the
Christian faith and life?

Parents and

Godparents | will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature
of Christ?

Parents and

Godparents | will, with God's help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidate

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and
destroy the creatures of God?

Answer | renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer | renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

Answer | do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer | do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

Answer | do.

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying”
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons
in their life in Christ?

People We will.



Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our
own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant

People

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
the bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

I will, with God's help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity )
of every human being?

I will, with God’s help.



Prayers for the Candidates

Celebrant Let us now pray for this child who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Open his heart to your grace and truth.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send him into the world in witness to your love.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in
glory; who lives and reigns now and forever.

All Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed
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by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection,
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By
it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our
Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism
Theodore Jeffrey, | baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
All Amen.

Then the Celebrant places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of
the cross using Chrism and saying to each one

Theodore Jeffrey, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for
ever. Amen.

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this
your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him,
O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and
to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.

The Giving of the Light

Celebrant God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has given us a place
with the saints in light. You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all
the days of your life. __

All Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.
The newly baptized is welcomed
The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.



Announcements and Children’s Message

The Offertory Anthem Love came down at Christmas Leo Sowerly
Presentation Hymn God rest you merry gentleman
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B)
Celebrant: The Lord be with you:

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts:

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father.
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin,

and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to

proclaim the glory of your Name: 10



Sanctus David Thorne
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People: We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
11



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sac-
rament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, reconcile all things in your Christ and make them new, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Blessed Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Fraction Anthem
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The Invitation to Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Everyone is invited to receive. There will be two chalices for receiving: the first to drink from
and the second chalice is for intinction (dipping the host instead of drinking.) Gluten Free
wafers are available; if you require gluten free please indicate this when receiving. If you
would prefer to receive a blessing please indicate this by crossing your arms while at the
communion rail.

The Agnus Dei David Thorne
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The Communion Hymn

Of the Father’s love begotten
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Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-4107); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and Henry Williams Baker
(1821-1877), alt. Music: Divinum mysterium, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582; acc. Bruce Neswick (b.

1956).
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If Eucharist visitors are being sent forth today to take the sacrament to people at home, the
following prayer is said after Communion:
Celebrant: In the name of God, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.
All: We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
Amen.

The Post-Communion Prayer

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Celebrant: ...; and the blessing God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be amongst you and re-

main with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn Thy strong word
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The Alleluias in stanzas 1-3 may be sung antiphonally.

Words: Martin H. Franzmann (1907-1976). From Worship Supplement. Copyright © 1969, Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission. Music: Tow-y Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869-1944).
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The Dismissal

Celebrant: Alleluia. In the joy and light of the Christ child, go in peace to love and serve the
Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

Altar Candle Memorials for December are given for Blessings Received by Susan Frankow-
ski; Paul and Alice Swain and Arthur and Mary Hoare by Stephen and Charlotte Hoare and
Sherry Feick Chandler by David and Judy Feick.

Altar flowers are given today in Loving Memory of their parents, Russell and Dorothy
Richie and Frank and Dorothy Mahood from David and Dail Richie.

Cover image: “The Nativity” by Gustave Dore (1832-1883)

]

17



Welcome to Christ Church

We are happy to welcome you to our church and worship services. Here are some
things that you may find helpful. If you would like to know more about us please ask for
a visitor’s information card. Please hand your completed card to an usher as you
leave today. Please join us after the service in our Fellowship Hall to get to know us
better. The most readily accessible restrooms are near the elevator (ladies) and
through the north doors (men). Parking is available for free on the street on Sundays
and in the M&T parking lot behind the church on the corner of Washington Street and
Madison Ave.

Regular Christ Church Office hours:

Monday: 8:00 am - 2:00 PM; Tuesday 8:00AM-12:30PM
Wednesday 8:00 am - 2:00 PM

The Christ Church Mission
We are grounded in the values of love, service and faithful stewardship. Firmly rooted in
compassionate collaboration, we welcome partnerships that nurture our neighbors and
address pressing issues in our community. We endeavor to be a cornerstone for the city of
Reading, enabling all that come through our doors to experience the dignity, purpose and
opportunities that God desires for everyone.

What is the true meaning of |
Christmas?

e |

e
~ L

CCR Directory

Questionnaire .
|
] Yes}«;I am hap}fey W“‘:;“Y Join us in Adult Forum on Sunday December |
phone number. em - . . . |
_address and mailing address 28th at 9.0§AM aswe }lsten to. interviews
being included in a directory for with formet Presiding Bishop Michael Curry,
internal use only. former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan |
[ ~e: Pl"“seald;;m e Willams and Franciscan priest Richard Rohr |
N e tell us what they think is the true meaning
a directory. 3 |
of Christmas!

Please pote” we will never share your
personal information externally
(outside of the Christ Church

conym units}
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10AM Service Participants

Ushers
David Emes, Joann Hyneman, Garrett
Hyneman and Jack Lacey

Celebrant and Homilist
The Reverend Bryce Wandrey

Organist and Choir DiCelebrant

/
John Painter Acolytes

Alex Brantman and Elliott Brantman

Lector

sl Crucifer
Cynthia Pipkin Andrea Griffith
Intercessor Altar Guild

LynrEtteNoblitt June Tull (Captain), Priscilla

Hirschenhofer, Andrea Griffith, Kim

Communion Assistants ]
Alarcon and Sally Wilcox

Richard Laedlein and Andrea Griffith

Parents and Godparents of Theodore
Jeffrey Pisano
Daniel and Amber Pisano
Lynnette Noblitt and Thomas Parker

Verger
Kathleen Harris

Save the Dates for our Bicentennial Events!
February 10th, 2026, 6:00pm: CCR Game Night at Saucony Creek Brewing
Company
May 9th-10th, 2026 Consecration weekend
Events Saturday afternoon and Sunday church-hours
July 18th, 2026 Neighborhood Block Party on Court St.
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