Christ Church (Episcopal)

Reading, Pennsylvania

IN the city. WITH our neighbors. FOR everyone.

The First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2026
10:00AM




Christ Church (Episcopal)
Reading, PA
10am Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Prelude Contrapunctus VI

Please stand
Processional Hymn 455
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Alternative wne: de Tar, 456,
Wordst Horatius Bonar (1508-1889) 60

Music: Dunedin, Vernon Griffiths (b. 1894}



Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Liturgy of the Word

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
This is love, not that we loved God,

but that he loved us and sent his Son.

If God loves us so much we ought to love one another.
If we love one another God lives in us.

Summary of the Law
Celebrant: Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord
our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your

soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.
All Lord, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name. Amen.

Kyrie Healey Willan
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Music: From Misew doe Svcra Maria Magsdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). By permission of Oxatord University Press.
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly
to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each
of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And

the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall die.” Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God
said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you
touch it, or you shall die.”” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.

At the end of the reading
Reader: The Word of the Lord:
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand



The Gospel Hymn 142 Lord, who throughout these forty days
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Words: Claudia Frances Hernaman (1838-1898). Music: St. Flaviar, melody from Day’s Psalter, 1562; adapt, and harm. Richard
Redhead (1820-1501).

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

Before the reading

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he an-
swered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God.”” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle
of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you
up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All
these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you,
Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” Then the devil left
him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
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After the reading
Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated

The Homily
Please stand

The Nicene Creed

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Celebrant: We pray to the Lord for courage to give up other things and to give ourselves to
him this Lent, saying, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Intercessor: Give your Church the courage to give up her preoccupation with herself and to
give more time to your mission in the world. We pray for Bryce, our rector, Audrey, our
bishop, Kevin, our assistant bishop, Sean, our presiding bishop, The church of Ireland and the
churches and ministries of the Diocese of the Susquehanna. May the blood and water flowing
from the side of Jesus bring forgiveness to your people and help us to face the cost of
proclaiming salvation. Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give your world the courage to give up war, bitterness and hatred, and to seek peace. We pray
for peace and justice for everyone living in places of war and violence. May the shoulders of
the risen Jesus, once scourged by soldiers, bear the burden of political and military conflict in
our world. Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give us the courage to give up our selfishness as we live for others, and to give time, care and
comfort to the sick. We pray for those on our prayer list in the bulletin and for those we name
now... May the wounded hands of Jesus bring his healing touch, and the light of his presence
fill their rooms. We also pray for those celebrating this week: Runette Gabrielle and Tracie
Rowles-Weyandt. Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Give us the courage to give up our fear of death and to rejoice with those who have died in
faith. May the feet of the risen Lord Jesus, once nailed to the cross, walk alongside the dying
and bereaved in their agony, and walk with us and all your Church through death to the gate
of glory. Lord, meet us in the silence, give us strength and hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Creator of all, you brought this world into being and sent your Son into it to redeem
it. May we, who in this holy season commemorate his sufferings for us, be brought to
understand something of the depth of your love, from which not one of us can be separated,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Confession of Sin

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant

All

The Peace

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.

Amen.

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:

And also with you.

Announcements and Children’s Message

Offertory Anthem My eyes for beauty pine Herbert Howells



Presentation Hymn The Glory of these forty days Maurice Bell
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elody from Geistliche Leider, 1543; harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer E)
Celebrant: The Lord be with you
All: and also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For in these forty days you lead us into the desert of
repentance that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and
learn to be your people once again. Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us
back to your generous heart. Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your
presence in the world and free our hands to welcome others into the radiant splendor of
your love. As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds we bless
you for your mercy and join with saints and angels for ever praising you and saying:



Sanctus

Franz Peter Schubert
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We praise and bless you, loving God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his com-
mand, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body
and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made
once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we pro-
claim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice
and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with Blessed Mary
all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.

All Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction Anthem Graham Kendrick
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The Prayer of Humble Access

All: We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own right-
eousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather
up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have
mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls

washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in
us. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Everyone is invited to receive. There are two chalices for receiving: the first to drink from and
the second chalice is for intinction (dipping the host instead of drinking.) Gluten Free wafers
are available; if you require gluten free please indicate this when receiving. If you would
prefer to receive a blessing please indicate this by crossing your arms while at the
communion rail.

Agnus Dei Healy Willan
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The Communion Hymn 439 What wondrous love is this
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If Eucharist visitors are being sent forth today to take the sacrament to people at home, the
following prayer is said after Communion:
Celebrant: In the name of God, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.
All: We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
Amen.

The Post-Communion Prayer
All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
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People:

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Celebrant:

The Processional 478
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Jesus our mighty Lord

...; and the blessing God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be amongst you and
remain with you always. Amen.
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Words: St. Clement of Alexandria (ca. 170-ca. 220); para. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev. Copyright © The Church Pension
Fund. Music: Mork’s Gate, Sussex folk melody; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). By permission of

Oxford University Press.

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Taking up your cross, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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10AM Service Participants

Celebrant and Homilist
The Reverend Bryce Wandrey

Organist and Choir Director
John Painter

Lector
Kate Schuler

Intercessor
Fran Graeff

Ushers
Walt Frankowski, Doris Schilpp, Linda Jones
and Sherry Faust

Acolytes
Elliott Brantman and Alex Brantman
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Communion Assistants
Kate Fanning and Jill Braun

Crucifer
Benjamin Frymoyer

Verger
Linda Jones

Gospel Book
Lillian Arguelles

Altar Guild
Linda Jones (Captain),
Linda Lacey, Brittany Underkofler, Armani
Rodriguez Amie Henderson and Julie-Anna
Gonzalez, Jr. AG



We are collecting for

&% | ReStore.

Habitat for Humanity of Berks County

Bring any large electrical item (microwave,
vacuum, TV, etc.) to Christ Church and it will be
collected and taken to ReStore!

Smatll elactrical itermms (ones that can be easily carried home} can still be donated to our
Rummage.

Welcome to Christ Church
We are happy to welcome you to our church and worship services. Here are somethings
that you may find helpful. if you would like to know more about us please ask for a
visitor’s information card. Please hand your completed card to an usher as you
leave today. Please join us after the service in our Fellowship Hall to get to know us
better. The most readily accessible restrooms are near the elevator (ladies) and through
the north doors (men). Parking is available for free on the street on Sundays and in the
M&T parking lot behind the church on the corner of Washington Street and Madison Ave.
Regular Christ Church Office hours:

Monday: 8:00 am - 2:00 PM; Tuesday 8:00AM-12:30PM
Wednesday 8:00 am - 2:00 PM

The Christ Church Mission
We are grounded in the values of love, service and faithful stewardship. Firmly rooted in
compassionate collaboration, we welcome partnerships that nurture our neighbors and
address pressing issues in our community. We endeavor to be a cornerstone for the city of
Reading, enabling all that come through our doors to experience the dignity, purpose and
opportunities that God desires for everyone.
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“And a Voice Cries Out: What do the Prophets
Have to Say to Us Today?”

Our Adult Forums in Lent focus on the Prophets of the Old Testament and
their messages for us today. These sessions will be led by Rick Wolf, Chris
Spohn, Kate Schuler and Fr Bryce on Sundays February 22nd, March 1st, 8th,
15th and 22nd. Please join us in the Parlor at 9:05am.

q ’ Saturday, March 7th |
Sunday, February 22nd - 5-7PM
11AM-1PM ' Fun aftemoon at
Pizza and fun at the Skateaway!
church 2275 Lancaster Pike,
” d Shillington, PA 19607

“] WILL, \ —_—— ;

1 Lenten Sermon Series: | Will With God'’s Help
WITH GOD’S Every Sunday in Lent our Sermons will focus on one of the
HELP.” questions from our Baptismal Covenant

1) Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the
prayers?; 2} Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the
Lord?; 3) Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?; 4) Will you seek and

serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?; 5) Will you strive for justice and peace

among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

Join us as we live into our Baptism during this Holy Season.

The Bapessmal (

Altar Candle Memorials for February are given for Blessings Received by Susan Frankowski;
Paul and Alice Swain and Arthur and Mary Hoare by Stephen and Charlotte Hoare and
Sherry Feick Chandler by David and Judy Feick.

Altar flowers are given today in Honor of Runette Gabrielle by Larry and Alison Whalen.

Cover images: Center: The Temptation of Christ by the Devil (1860) by Félix Joseph Barrias
Bottom left: The shield of the Diocese of the Susquehanna
Bottom right: Line drawing of Christ Church, Reading
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JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR

A “Jesus Christ Superstar” Lenten
Mass with David Cullen (guitarist)
Wednesday, March 11th at
5:30pm

We will sing many of the greatest songs from
this musical as we travel our Lenten journey.

S
LEN CLIFp

I 1p C UL renow; ~IT'AR
Drﬁn?\f award winning guitarist "ed pianist g chﬁsrs a5
" 2 .

i

Save the Date for our Bicentennial Events!

. May 9th-10th - Consecration weekend
events Saturday afternoon and Sunday
church-hours

. July 18th - Neighborhood Block Party on

: - ,_;mﬁﬂu | Court 5t.

19



* April 2"d — Maundy
Holy Week - Thursday with Foot
2026 X v washing at 7pm
| * April 3™ — Good Friday
Solemn Service at

12noon
* April 4" — Easter Vigil at
/pm

* April 5" — Easter Day at
8am and 10am

FOOD PANTRY FOR CHRIST CHURCH MEMBERS

The Order of the Daughters of the King and the youth of the parish are
collaborating to create a food pantry for the members of the congregation who
may be in need. The young people of the congregation have constructed the
shelving unit for the pantry. This will belocated in the hallway near the library. The
gathering of requested donations will take place on the last sunday of the month.
A wwagon will be placed in the foyer where you can place your donations. This
wagon will then be presented by the youth during the Offertory. Requested items
are listed on a large notice in the hallway outside the Fellowship Hall. Thank youin
advance for your generosity.

Welcome to Christ Church
We are happy to welcome you to our church and worship services. Here are somethings that
you may find helpful. If you would like to know more about us please ask for a visitor’s
information card. Please hand your completed card to an usher as you leave today. Please join
us after the service in our Fellowship Hall to get to know us better. The most readily accessible
restrooms are near the elevator {ladies) and through the north doors {(men). Parking is
available for free on the street on Sundays and in the M&T parking lot behind the church on the
corner of Washington Street and Madison Ave.
Regular Christ Church Office hours:
Monday: 8:00 am - 2:00 PM; Tuesday 8:00AM-12:30PM
Wednesday 8:00 am - 2:00 PM

The Christ Church Mission
We are grounded in the values of love, service and faithful stewardship. Firmly rooted in
compassionate collaboration, we welcome partnerships that nurture our neighbors and address
pressing issues in our community. We endeavor to be a cornerstone for the city of Reading,
enabling all that come through our doors to experience the dignity, purpose and opportunities that

God desires for everyone.
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For those in need of our prayers....

Runette Kristin Wyatt Beverly
Connie Randall Matt Joe
Judy Byron and Sherry Phyllis Derek
Angelica C Anna B Lou Lisa
David Elizabeth Chase Terra
Tena and Family Lola Diedra M.J.
Sandi GandE Scott Penny
Joe Mary David Max
Kate Karen Jackie Randy

Kindly submit any names you would like to be added to the prayer list by emailing Kim at
officemgr@rdgchristchurch.org or writing the name on the paper on the table.

Church Open Days

Many churches have regular open/visiting hours during the week
and we would like to start planning for this to happen at Christ

| Church so that our beautiful space can be available for everyone to
appreciate. Our planning team will meet to designate a day and

times for our 5th Street doors to be open to the public on a weekly
basis after our rencovations are completed. If you would like to be

part of this planning team please contact Fr Bryce today!

£/ ken and needs healing. Our Healing Prayer Team is back on the 3rd Sunday of
every month to pray for you and with you. If you would like to join them
please come up to communion early (after the ushers and choir), commune
with our prayer team, receive anointing with holy oil and then proceed to the
baptistry for healing prayers.
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The Templalion of Jesus

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be
tempted by the devil. Matthew 4:1 (NIV)

This puzzle is based on Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)

1
2 3
4
5 3
i l
ACROSS DOWN
1. The entire Earth and all the 1. To show a strong feeling of love
places and things on it and respect for God
5. A heavenly being, often shown 2. To feel a need or desire for food
as: human figure with a halo 3. Afood made of flour and water,
ah W’I'I‘gs shaped into loaves, and baked
6. A sma. rock 4. To try to get someone to do
7. The evil ruler of Hell, and wrong
enemy of God
hungry bread worship devil
stone tempt angel world

Copyright © Serrnons 4 Kids, Inc. « All rights reserved « www .sermnens4kids.com
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The Templation of Jesus

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be

tempted by the devil. Matthew 4:1 (NIV)
The puzzle is based on Matthew 4:1-11 (NLT).

RPJILDSTEMPTEDSBK
PQGRHPWEGHIJISVW]
VYONNHVXWDEAMWTFE
MLYRNRTFEENSTSDW
VOAGEXBOWXUADBO
SBUSKSBOEDSNYTR
OPDNIIBIUEOCMAS
FILSTSNCWVVLOZH
1 AMELAZGKTIDBMLI
BQSENAIDDLTIWUREP
LRGTDDRNEOLTPWEFN
HNELTIOOESNMETDS X
ACRAWNBREVGSTLTFTC
JOFUDYGERTEMPLE
WHHUNGRYTSTONES
WORD WORSHIP LORD MOUNTAIN BOW
TEMPTED ANGELS HUNGRY STONES SERVE
WORLD KINGDOMS BREAD DESERT SPLENDOR
DEVIL FASTING SATAN TEMPLE JESUS

Copyright @ Sermons 4 Kids, Inc. # All Rights Reserved « www.sermons4kids.com
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This Week at Christ Church

Sunday, February 22—The First Sunday in

Lent

8AM Holy Eucharist (spoken)

9AM Sunday School

9:05AM Adult Forum—What do the
Prophets have to say to us today?
10AM Holy Eucharist (sung)
11AM-1PM EYC Pizza and Fun
4PM—5PM NA meeting

Monday, February 23
930AM Centering Prayer
12PM—1PM NA meeting

Tuesday, February 24
12PM Centering Prayer in the Chapel
12PM—1PM NA meeting

Wednesday, February 25

9AM Staff meeting

11:30AM Stations of the Cross
12PM Noon Eucharist
12PM—1PM NA Meeting
5:30-7PM NA Meeting

Thursday, February 26
9:30AM Bible Study
930AM Centering Prayer
11AM Morning Prayer
12PM—1PM NA Meeting
5PM-6:30PM NA Meeting

Friday, February 27
12PM—1PM NA Meeting

Saturday, February 28
12PM-2PM NA meeting

Sunday, March 1—The Second Sunday in Lent
8AM Holy Eucharist (spoken)

9AM Sunday School

9:05AM Adult Forum—What do the Prophets
have to say to us today?

10AM Holy Eucharist (sung)

4PM—5PM NA meeting

Upcoming Events

February 22 EYC Pizza and fun 11AM-1PM
March 5 EYC event at Skateaway 5-7PM
March 11 Jesus Christ Superstar Guitar
Eucharist with David Cullen 5:30PM

March 21 Berks Jazz Fest Soulful Jazz and
Uplifting Gospel Music with David Cullen and
Cliff Starkey 3PM

April 2 Maundy Thursday with Foot Washing
7PM

April 3 Good Friday 12PM

April 4 Easter Vigil 7PM

April 5 Easter Day at 8AM and 10AM
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