Christ Church (Episcopal)

Reading, Pennsylvania
IN the city. WITH our neighbors. FOR everyone.

The Nineteenth Sunday after

Pentecost

October 4, 2026
8AM—Holy Eucharist: Rite Two (spoken)
Page 2
10AM—Holy Eucharist: Rite Two (sung)
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Christ Church (Episcopal)
Reading, PA
8am Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
Page numbers on the right hand side of the bulletin refer to parts of the service that can be
found in The Book of Common Prayer (the black book in the pews).

Please stand
The Liturgy of the Word

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity (said together)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie

Celebrant: Lord have mercy
People: Christ have mercy
Celebrant: Lord have mercy

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you:
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated
The First Reading : Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Then God spoke all these words: | am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the
name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
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Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do ali your
work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the
Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not
steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. When all the people witnessed the
thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid
and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen;
but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

At the end of the reading
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Psalm 19

The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into ali lands,
and their message to the ends of the world.

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.

The statutes of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes.



The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;
the judgments of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can tell how often he offends?
cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; then shall | be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

The Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the
law, blameless. Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow | may attain the
resurrection from the dead. Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ jesus has made me his own. Beloved, |
do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

At the end of the reading

Reader: The Word of the Lord:

People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand



The Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Before the reading

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in
the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated

The Homily

Please stand
The Nicene Creed 358

The Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Lord of heaven and earth, you tell us that we should always be seeking your
guidance, hear us today as we pray, saying, Lord have mercy.

Intercessor: For the Church of Christ and for the whole people of God, especially for Bryce,

our rector, Audrey, our bishop, Kevin, our assistant bishop, Sean, our presiding bishop, Sarah,

Archbishop of Canterbury, Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil and the churches and ministries
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of the Diocese of the Susquehanna. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace that comes from God alone, for the unity of all peoples, and for our salvation;
defend and guard all of those living in fear and danger, especially those living in places of war,
conflict and natural disaster; let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for the sick and suffering, for those on
our prayer list printed in the bulletin and anyone that we name now... let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the dying, for those who mourn: remembering, Berta Brooks, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lerch
and Raymond Keller; for the faithful whom we entrust to the Lord in hope, as we look forward
to the day when we share the fullness of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

Rejoicing in the communion of the saints living and departed, let us commend ourselves, and
one another, and all our life, to God. We give thanks with those celebrating this week: Barbara
Batz, Kathleen Brantman, Mickey Getty, Bruce McLean, Chiyo Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Rowles and Marcia and Milah Smith; let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin 360
The Peace 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

Announcements

Prayers for the Preparation of the Table

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread to set
before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the
bread of life.

All Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine to set
before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of
salvation.

All Blessed be God for ever.



The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A from The Book of Common Prayer) 361
Celebrant: The Lord be with you

All: and also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The celebrant continues the Great Thanksgiving on page 361
The Sanctus
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues the Great Thanksgiving on page 362

Celebrant: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People: Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again

The Celebrant concludes the Great Thanksgiving on page 363

The Lord’s Prayer 364

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Invitation to Communion 364
Everyone is invited to receive. There will be two chalices for receiving: communion rail. and
the second chalice is for intinction (dipping the host instead of drinking.) Gluten Free wafers
are available; if you require gluten free please indicate this when receiving. If you would
prefer to receive a blessing please indicate this by crossing your arms while at the communion
rail.




The Post-Communion Prayer 365

The Blessing 366
Celebrant: ...; and the blessing God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be amongst you and
remain with you always. Amen

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Don’t Miss These Upcoming Events

On October 11th The Revd Ross Tortora will be with us again! Fr Ross
was with us in 2023 when he spoke to us about the amazing work of
Homeboy Industries and Fr Greg Boyle. This time he will preach at our
8AM and 10AM services and lead us in a lively discussion of some of
his favorite scenes from The Chosen.

October 18th marks the kickoff of our fourth All The Company of Heaven competition. Start

studying up on your favorite saints so you can nominate them on this special Sunday in our
year.

On Sunday October 25th we will be blessing the Halloween Costumes during our 10AM
service. Why not invite a friend so they can have their Halloween blessed and receive some
early treats too?

-
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Celebrant and Homilist at 8AM and 10AM
The Reverend Bryce Wandrey

Altar Guild Team
June Tull (Captain), Priscilla Hirschenhofer, Andrea Griffith and Sally Wilcox

8am Service Participants

Lector and Intercessor Usher
Terry Rowles Rick Wolf

Communion Assistant
Terry Rowles and Dane Miller

10am Service Participants

Organist and Choir Director
John Painter

Crucifer
lan Hoelscher
Lector
K
ate Schuler Acolytes
Cadence Carvalho and Dalia Carvalo
Intercessor
Anita Powell

Gospel Book

. . Derek Morris
Communion Assistants

Kate Schuler and Jill Braun

Ushers
David Emes, Joann Hyneman, Garrett
Verger Hyneman and Jack Lacey
Jeff Morris Y

Greeting Team
Brenda Guardian, Daniel Harris and Justin Skwiat
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Christ Church (Episcopal)
Reading, PA

10am Holy Eucharist : Rite Two
Hymns can be found in the blue books labelled Hymnal 1982 or the green books labelled Lift Every Voice and
Sing. Page numbers on the right hand side of the bulletin refer to parts of the service that can be found in The
Book of Common Prayer {the black book in the pews).

Prelude Simple gifts arranged by Virgil Fox

Processional Hymn From heaven you came (see page 10)

The Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity (said together)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie David Thorne
Andante
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you
People: And also with you
Celebrant: Let us pray

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

The First Reading: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 (see page 2 for the text of the reading)

At the end of the reading
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Gospel Hymn 616 Hail to the Lord’s Annointed

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 (see page 5 for the text of the reading)

Before the reading
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
After the reading

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord

Please be seated

The Homily

Please stand
The Nicene Creed 358
The Prayers of the People (see page 5)

Intercessor:  Leu pray to the Lord.
All: Lord have mercy.
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Confession of Sin

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements and Children’s Message

The Offertory Anthem Sweet Hour of Prayer

The Presentation Hymn 380 From all that dwell below the skies (vs 3)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below:;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A from The Book of Common Prayer)

Celebrant: The Lord be with you

All: and also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: it is right to give our thanks and praise.

The celebrant continues the Great Thanksgiving on page 361
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The Celebrant continues the Great Thanksgiving on page 362

Celebrant: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People: Christ has died

Christ is risen

Christ will come again

The Celebrant concludes the Great Thanksgiving on page 363
The Lord’s Prayer 364

The Fraction Anthem Jimmy Owens
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1.Thisis my bo dy, bro. ken foryou, bring ingyouwhole ness,
2.Thisis my blood pouredout foryou, bring-ing for- give - ness,
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ma king youfree, Takeil and eal it.  andwhenyou do, do it inlove for me.

ma king youlree, Takeit anddrinkit,  andwhenyou do. do it inlove for me.
The Invitation to Communion 364

Everyone is invited to receive. There will be two chalices for receiving: the first to drink from
and the second chalice is for intinction (dipping the host instead of drinking.) Gluten Free
wafers are available; if you require gluten free please indicate this when receiving. If you
would prefer to receive a blessing please indicate this by crossing your arms while at the
communion rail. communion rail.
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The Agnus Dei David Thorne
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world, grant  us peace
The Communion Hymn 458 My song is love unknown

If Eucharist visitors are being sent forth today to take the sacrament to people at home, the
following prayer is said after Communion:

Celebrant: In the name of God, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.

Alk: We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
Amen.

The Post-Communion Prayer 365

The Blessing 366

Celebrant: ...; and the blessing God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be amongst you and

remain with you always. Amen
The Closing Hymn 625 Ye holy angels bright

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Fall Fe;twa/

of the Arts

Through Our Own Eyes
(Opening Reception)

Friday, September 25, 2026
600PM - 8:00PM

Christ Episcopat Church
435 Court Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, 19601, United
States {map)

Nature Meets Creativity
Sunday, October 4, 2026
12:00PM - 1:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street, Reading, PA (map)

John Painter Organ Concert
Friday, October 9, 2026
700PM - 900PM

Christ Episcopal Church
435 Court Street, Reading, PA (map)

Gallery Hours

The Fall Festival of the Arts continues its
commitment to the City of Reading with six events
celebrating the visual and performing arts. Go the
webpage below for information and ticketing.
www.fallfestivalofthearts.org

Don't miss this brilliant and fascinating
exhibition of photography!

Our show features beautiful, intriguing
pictures chosen from the collections of local
people: Mary Arguelles, Fred, Megan, and
Kristen Opalinski, and Dr. Thomas Souders.
Be sure to visit the exhibit and join us for the
Gallery Talk to meet the photographers and
hear their stories.

September 25 ) Opening Reception at 6:00 PM
September 27 [ 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
September 30 | Gallery Talk at 7:00 PM
October 041 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
October 111 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
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We are thrilled to announce that the Red Creek Wildlife Center will be joining us
for a captivating wildlife presentation as part of this year's Fall Festival of the
Arts.

Known for their incredible work in wildlife rehabilitation and education, Red Creek
will bring the wonders of the natural world right to our festival grounds. It's a
unigue opportunity to see these majestic creatures up close and learn about the
vital role they play in our local ecosystem.

We're currently in the lab {or the nest!) cooking up some special children's
activities to keep the little ones engaged. While we're stitl finalizing the details,
you can expect plenty of hands-on fun to spark a tifelong love for nature.

John Painter's path to the organ bench at Christ Episcopal Church is anything but
ordinary. A Schuytkitl Valley High School graduate who went on ta earn degrees
from Bard Coltege and the Manhattan School of Music, Painter has served
congregations across Pennsyltvania, New York, and New Jersey, performed recitals
in the United States and France, and even spent six years teaching in Morocco —
all while haning one of the most deeply trained musical minds in the region.

Now settled back in Reading, Painter brings that extrasrdinary breadth of
experience to the Fall Festival of the Arts with an organ recital in the sanctuary of
Christ Church. Expect an evening of masterfut playing, featuring works from the
French repertoire and .S. Bach — performed on what Painter himself catls one of
the finest instruments he has ever played.



For those in need of our prayers....

Runette Todd Beverly Mertz Family
Connie Randall Byron and Sherry Randi

Donna Ryan Scott Casey and Kenzie
Jenn Kendra Jeri Nate

Corat Family Joey

Kindly submit any names you would to be added to the prayer list by emailing Kim
@officemgr@rdgchristchurch.org or writing the name on the paper on the table outside the church.

W
S
FRIENDS

ELPING

FRIENDS s The ECW of Christ Church would like to announce
R o Y LY il the 2026 Boscov's Friends Helping Friends
Shopping Event. For a $5.00 donation, you get a

250/0 OFF ' pass for 25% most items for one day only,

SHOLol;vnglilAEPRgE;\SS Wednesday, October 21 from 8AM to 11PM.

e i St e s Loyt o Please see any ECW member for a ticket.

Promatinns Protsnt iy pash o (heckovt b cocona your Bicound.
st T TOT0 o

Vbt W sty

55 DONATION PER PASS
.~ -

VTS of s it e et sl it s i o i peibmmsd

Altar Candle Memorials for October are given for Blessings Received by Susan Frankowski;
Paul and Alice Swain and Arthur and Mary Hoare by Stephen and Charlotte Hoare and Sherry
Feick Chandler by David and Judy Feick.

Altar Flowers for today are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Berta Brooks
and her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lerch from Dr. Clifford Brooks.

Lectern Flowers are given today to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Raymond
Keller on his birthday from his family.
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Regular Christ Church Office hours:
Monday: 8:00 am - 2:00 PM; Tuesday 8:00AM-12:30PM
Wednesday 8:00 am - 2:00 PM

IN the city. WITH our neighbors. FOR everyone.

We are grounded in the values of love, service and faithful stewardship. Firmly rooted
in compassionate collaboration, we welcome partnerships that nurture our neighbors
and address pressing issues in our community. We endeavor to be a cornerstone for
the city of Reading, enabling all that come through our doors to experience the dignity,
purpose and opportunities that God desires for everyone.

The Chosen
People’s Choice
Awards

During our Adult Forum (9:05AM to 9:45AM) we
are looking at the life of Jesus and his followers
through your chosen_clips from the TV show
The Chosen. Please join us for this engaging
way to delve into the life of our Lord as we
continue in seasons 1 and 2 of the show.
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JNe BiesSSIng of
the RPets

October4 at 4pm
Join us, with guitarist David Cullen, as we bless our pets.

-Free Lunchtime Concert

Monday October 5th
12-12:30pm
Musician: David Cullen

Free lunchis included!
Thank yau to Centro Hispano for providing the lunches;

Cover images:

Center: The Ten Commandments (Christ Church, Reading)
Bottom left: The shield of the Diocese of the Susquehanna
Bottom right: Line drawing of Christ Church, Reading
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This Week at Christ Church
Sunday, October 4 —The Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
8AM Holy Eucharist (spoken)
9AM Sunday School
9:05AM Adult Forum The Chosen
10AM Holy Eucharist (sung)
11AM-1PM Art Gallery
4PM Blessing of the Pets
4PM—5PM NA meeting

Monday, October 5

10AM-2PM Church Open Day

12PM Lunchtime concert with David Cullen
with free lunch

12PM—1PM NA meeting

Tuesday, October 6

9AM Literacy Class

12:30PM Centering Prayer chapel
12PM—1PM NA meeting

Wednesday, October 7

9AM Staff meeting

10AM-1PM ECW Rummage Sale
12PM Noon Eucharist
12PM—1PM NA Meeting
5:30-7PM NA Meeting

Thursday, October 8

9AM Literacy Class
9:30AM Centering Prayer
11AM Morning Prayer
12PM—1PM NA Meeting
5PM-6:30PM NA Meeting

Friday, October 9
12PM—1PM NA Meeting
7PM-9PM John Painter Organ Concert
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Saturday, October 10

10AM-1PM ECW Rummage Sale
12PM-2PM NA meeting

Sunday, October 11 —The Twentieth
Sunday after Pentecost

8AM Holy Eucharist (spoken)

9AM Sunday School

9:05AM Adult Forum The Chosen
10AM Holy Eucharist (sung)
11AM-1PM Art Gallery

4PM Blessing of the Pets
4PM—5PM NA meeting

Upcoming Events
October 4 Blessing of the Pets 4PM
October 5 Lunchtime Concert with David
Cullen 12-12:30PM with Free Lunch
October 9 John Painter Organ Concert
7-9PM
October 11 The Revd Ross Tortora, guest
preacher and Adult Forum leader
October 18 St Luke: The Evangelist with All
the Company of Heaven Nominationtide
October 25 The Blessing of the Halloween
Costumes 10AM
Stewardship Kickoff Sunday
October 28 All Souls’ Mass (Musician: David
Cullen) 5:30PM
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